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B tography. 
Tue following account of the Rev. Samuel Marsden, one of the most active and 


bencvolent snen of the present age, is taken from the Electric Review for No- 
vember, 1809, under the article of Peron’e Voyage to Australasia, The first 
paragvaph i is anextractfrom the work review yet, and fur nishes be e ieee td 


fr iend. As Mr. Marsden’s name paitiaprersn occurs in Mi ssionary accounts, 
and his character is so truly worthy of admiration, our readers w il be pleas- 


ed with an opportunity to peruse the whole passage. 


“Mr. Samuet Marspen, pas- 
tor of the town of Paramatta, 
owns six hundred and fifty-one 
acres, of which one hundred and 
three are devoted to different 
kinds of cultivation; while he 
grazeson his farm, besides his 
flocks of sheep (amounting to a- 
bout eight hundred,) ten forses 
or mares, twenty-six horned cat- 
tle, thirty pigs, and ten goats. 
This farm is at some distance, in 
the interior of the country, on the 
left of the river Paramatta ; from 
the brow of the hill on which it 
is situated, we behold @ pagt of 
the stream: its buildings are 
spacious and well constructed ; 
the garden is already enriched 
with the greater number of the 
fruit-trees of Europe. And yet, 


no longer ago than 1794, the. 


whole of this spot was covered 
with immense and ‘ wseless forests 


communications ; 
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of Eucalyptus.* With what in- 
terest have I trodden over these 
new meadows, through the midst 
of which this respectable - pastor 
conducted me himeelf, with the 
most affectionate kindness ? Who 
could have believed it! This res- 
idence is ®even or eight miles 
from Paramatta, insolated, in a2 
manner, in the midst of weods; 
and it was over avery excellent 
road, in a very elegant chaise, 
that Mr. Marsden drove me to it, 
What pains, what exertions must 
have been taken, to open such 
and these com- 
munications, these pastures, these 
fields, these harvests, these or- 
chards, these flocks, are the work 
of eight years !” 

* The Red Gum tree: a genus inde- 
genous to New Holland, of the icosam- 


drian monogyrian class and order. 
comprising fiteen species. Rev. 
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This compliment is due to one 
of the most excellent and extra- 
ordinary characters of the day ; 
a character, that seems expr ly 
formed by Providence to produce 
an entire and most beneficial 
change throughout not only th 


vw « 


. < WY - 
limited tract of New South 
Wales, but the vast extent of 


Australasia; to christianize and 
eivilize the bar! 
to re-cp 
the hor« des of wretched cu:prits, 
that are vomited by our prison- 
ahips uponits shores. Our rea- 
ders, we t, will be pleased to 
more acquainted 
who promises to 
in futwre histo- 
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become a littie 
Win a man, 


so fairly 


7 
7? 


3 “a 
SsOUTISi 


ee and if th fLaelinec st frier a 
Ty $ Maa da Ul > TEEMNS Of iriends- 
ARS } — pees — 3 
ship should give somewhat too 


. . 

1tevT) 9 

$24 A ot 
, 


nies iat has a call 5 

color ing te the sxetcn, wuCy 
“a — — 

willat least ad when they 


; ¢15 - ho a 
have perused t it theréd 


dimit, 
9 tact ssCle’ 3 
1¢ apology fer the exc 
for the subje: ct of 1 it, he 
OO preat a Gista imce Co 
ed by any eulogy we can eller, or 


we should be “ten nelled to Si- 


? 


. J 
It is about fitteen years ar, 
‘ 


 _ ho 2 “r S: | ; AA > srt ter 
&-i.4% tne + ve & ImMvei ardaii sCif aly 
} J é ¢ +. 
then an uncer Senay vate at Si. 
a 4 ’ ty. oat ae ‘neti an 
JOR @) C, C; C'ar ab } ta@l a’ < a vr as 
. 
“hi ae — . 
« TY} , led . } ii direct) © i y Vel } 
22 P 
: ~ 
> aye t } > rae yg { L 
aisliitay Y at ‘ . a6 /a 
aceamtensee ¢ . + + 
CHQPia 9] i ) 4i 1 . be . tive 
° Net - } 
ry in iN€ poutn VV aies ine 
4 
CT ee aes a 
ap} Me atil mM Vb GeO adic ssid i i} Cirtict le 
ho ae ap eas i 
ed > young as he was, there was 
1 aa, Meee . 
well known to be m him, by 
. } ‘- ; 
those who made the appicalion, 


+ -~ 


mness of priscipie, an 
S 1 


a fir 
pidity of spirit, a cheer 
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culiarly stron z 52nd a mind rican 

iy stored with knowledge, and 


just: married :. 


above all with religious knowl- 
edge, that promised the happ!- 
est effects from his acce eptaice af 
the offer. In the yeiaini 
however, he refused ; but, upon : 
second application, he 
that he was sensible 
tance of the 
indeed that he 


first 


} e plie d, 
of the imnor- 
the othce: so 


r . 
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. Rio 
hard!v dared to 
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accept it upon any terms; but 
that, if no properer person could 


be touzd, he would consent to un- 
certake it. He was appointed 
accordingly ; and while the sh 
in whic! the was to tuke 
sige was preparing, he resided 
chiefly at Hull in Yorkshire, 
(from which port the vessel was 
to proceed) and was indefatiza- 
ie in rendering assistance to hi S 
clerical brethren, wao_ gladly 
availed themselves of his talents 
and peeeeny. It was uot ma- 
ny Sundays afrerwards, that, as 
he was on the pointof ascending 
the puipit, he heard the signal. 

gun fre unexpectedly : it was an 
essive scene: he was then 
the conzregation 
were ac quainted with the mean 

ing of the s signal as well as hi: 
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ich: he took‘his bride under 
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1nLO the beat that was waiting tor 
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him, giving and receivi > bene- 
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on his ar- 
ort Jackson, he imme- 
devoted himself to every 
purse itin which he eatertained a 
hope of being serviceable either 
by example or instruction. His 
clerical labors alone were heavy ; 
having on the departure of the 
ev, Mr. Johnstone, whom ke 


not unprosperous; and 
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succeeded, to officiate at the 
three settlements of Sydney, Par- 
amatta, a ae Hawkesbury, with- 
out any assistance whatever. He 
by no means confined himself, 
howeve r, to the stated duties of 
his office, laborions as they were. 
‘Yo the poor and idle free settlers 
he gave an examp vie of indefati- 
gable industry, by skilfully and 
successfully cultivating the land 
that had been granted him by 
government: he generously in- 
terferedin their distresses, estab- 
lished schools for their children, 
and often relieved their necesst- 
ties. ‘lo the unhappy culprits, 
whom the justice of an offended 
country had banished from their 
native soil, he administered al- 
ternately exhortation and com- 
fort ; in many hundred instances, 
as M. Peron justly observes, he 
reclaimed them; for it was by 
his incessant watchfulness that 
under the blessing of a superin- 
tending Providence this ‘ most 
inconceivable © metamorphosis” 
was chiefly produced, and that a 
great multitude of ‘ these a enand 
es, formerly the scum and shame 
of their country, became indus- 
trieus cultivators, happy and 
eaceable citizéns;’? to which 
the author might have added, 
sincere aud practical Ch ristians, 
evincing a piety as exemplary as 
their former guilt. On taki ing 
his place on the magisterial bench, 
his sphere of general usefuiness 
was considerably extended; and 
in the discharge of this very im- 
portant tunction (im portant more 


especially in such a hair and 


in its infant State.) he was alto- 
gether as tenia as in his 
cleric al duti The native bar- 
barians Rieti Inghly esteem- 


wee «we wee . 
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og him; for he had f: requenily 
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travelled un the interior to the 
cistance of eight or ten days jour- 
ney in conjenction with gover- 
nor King or governor Bligh, and 
he had ¢ acauired so much of their 
language as to be able to hold 
conversation with them upon 
general subjects. In a few years, 
he became the common father of 
the country. in times of hostil- 
ity with the natives, he was de- 
puted as the minister cf concilia- 
tioa ; ventured among them un- 
accompanied by guards or other 
att adants, and always procured 
the restoration of peace through 
the mildness of his manners and 
the respect that was universally 
entertained for kim; whilein ev- 
ery domestic compiaint from dif- 
ferent villages, he was uniformly 
appointed arbitrator by the gover- 
nor, and goeneraily sucesemed 4 in 
removing, or at least in mitiga- 
ting, their respective evils. 
Yet though he prevailed im 
much, he by 1 nomeaus prevailed 
In every mi There were mis- 
chiefs that lay far above his reach, 
and utterly contemned his con- 
troul, On the first establishment 
of the colony, all military officers 
were perempiorily forbidden to 
take their wives with them; and 
there is one instance of a lady, 
who, having resolved, out of love 
to her husband, to steal over to 
New South Walesinthe guise ot 
a sailor, was sent back by gover- 
nor Phillip, on his being apprized 
of it, after having completed 
nearly half her long and harrass- 
ing voyage. What then was te 
be expected from the licentious 
manners of a large body of mili- 
tary officers thus situated, them- 
selves exposed to the daily tempt- 
ation of women of abandoned 
lives, but often of beautiful pex- 





429 
Lts~ 


Life and Character of the 
sons, and at the same time as 
ready to become the tempters as 
the tempted. Of what avail, un- 
der’ such circumstances, wou!d 
be the voice of an angel, or of 
ne rising from the dead? Mo- 
ses and the prophets, ies Christ 
himseif, were actually set before 
them by their citabtited and 
zealous chaplain, but to a3 Iittle 
purpose as of Old. Yet from 
them, chiefly, was it necessary for 
the bench of magistrates to be 
chosen; and with them, as a ma- 
gistrate, was this excellent chap- 
Jain compelled to associate. Our 
readers must anticipate pat- 
ural resuit ; the most hardened 
and abaadoned women too often 
appeared fearlessly before thie 
when arraigned for the 
grossest crimes, well knowing 
that they had secured a majority 
of votes among their judges, It 
was altogether as impossible, i in 
many Instances, to obtain a sen- 
tence against male offenders ; for 
these, being promiscuously. con- 
nected with the wemen, made tn- 
struments of them to obtainin 
hke manner a judgement in their 
favor. So that, instead of the 
* derfect Security’? in. regard to 
person and property, mages by 
M. Peron, w hich cannot a felt 
sg fa- 
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Supplication, exhertation, expos. 
tulation on the part ef Mr. Mars- 
den, were equally in vain; his 
ain ag poisoned atthe very 
fountain ; his life was not unfre- 
pueaths in jeopardy, and antici- 
patting the fearful result that 
must Sooner or jater succeed to 
such a state of anarchy ys he appir. 
ed to the governor for permis- 
sion, which was cheerfully grant- 
ed him, to takea voyage to iu! g- 
land in order to represent in per- 
son to his majesty *> ministers the 
perilous state of the colony, and 
point out the best means of its 
rescue. 

He arrived rather 
two years agoy and 
obtained an audience of Lord 
Castlereagh ; who, while tn the 
act of forming, upon the suc ges- 
tions and written report of Mr. 
Marsden, a plan for suppressing 
this iniquitous system, receive od 
a terrible proof of that gentle- 
man’s a%sertions, by despatches 
announcing that the predicted 
result actually taken place, 
that several of the wealthier tra- 
iers had leagued themselves with 

officers of the regiment. a- 
gainst the gov ernor, whom they 
had actually arrested and im- 
prisoned, and had thus produced 
a complete revolution, and put 
some of the most daring of their 
own conspiracy at its head. We 
shall pursue this subject however 

no further; the conspiracy has 
since been suppressed ; order 18 
by this time completely restored ; 
another regiment has been sent 
out to take the place of that whose 
officers had conducted themselves 
so unworthily ; its commanding 
officer, Lt. Col. M’Quarrie, a 
gentleman of most exemplary 
character, been appointed 


more thin 
inmediately 


had 


has 
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governor, and the ring-leaders of 
the plot are at this moment on 
their way home for trial. 

The departure of Mr. Mars. 
den for England at the period we 
have jus st ailuded to, was'as prov- 
idential to himself, as it was ben- 
eficial to the public cause; for 
there ean be no doubt that in = 
height and exacerbation of th 
tumult he would have been sei- 
zed, had he been in New South 


Wales, and condemned abruptly 


to the most oe punish- 


ment, if bas life had not fallen 
a sacrifice to its violence. From 
the nice accuracy of his informa- 


tion, moreover, and the compre- 
hensive judgment evinced ia his 
lans, he soon acquired so much 
»f the confidence of the minister 
or the colonial department, and 


other members of the eo 
that there were few of his sug 


gestions to which they did not 
readily assent. 

Among the more important of 
his propositions v we shall enume- 
rate the following ; that officers 
nd soldiers, instead of being for- 
idden, should be encor uraged to 
ake out with them their wives 
aid families; thdt no person 
should be allowed to act as a ma- 
gistrate who or hag not been 
married; and that such of the 
convicts’: wives as choose it should 
be permitted to accompany their 
husbands at the nublic expense. 
The expediency ofall these must 
be obvious, not only from what 
has been already observed, but 
from our remarking, in addition, 
that i are not at present more 
than the proportion of one wo- 
man to eight or nine me: 
throughout the entire colony; 
tn: marriage 13 hence 
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tercourse is a crime impossible to 
prevent, and illegitimase childrer. 
a growing and enormons burden 
to the state; while on the other 
hand it has been satisfactorily as- 
certained, that by far the great- 
est number of reformed criminals 
have consisted of those who have 
intermarried, or whose wives 
have been able to purchase their 
passage over. The encourage- 
ments to honesty and industry in 
the colony are indeed very great ; 
and none who shew a disposition 
of this kind continue long with- 
out having their sentence remit- 
ted, and like other free settlers be- 
ing allowed a grant of land toa 
certain extent. Government has 
not yet acceded to the proposal 
respecting the convicts’ wives, 
though it is at this time under 
consideration ; to the two former 
it yielded most readily, in conse- 
quence of which the wives of the 
officers and seldiers that have ac- 
companied the regiment which is 
now on its passage amount to not 
less than three hundred. 

In connexion with these regu- 
lations it was farther proposed, 
that three additional clergymen 
should be provided, and three 
schoolmasters with small salaries 
from government, one for each of 
the settlements of Sydney, Para- 
matta, and Hawkesbury. From 
the increasing population ef the 
colony, as well in consequence of 
numerous flocks of free settlers 
from all parts of the world, as 
from internal increase, and fre- 
quent importations from the 
mother country, it was absolute- 
ly impossible for one, two, or 
even for three enrep yevieni to per- 
form the whole of the very im- 


pone duties, demanded in suck 
with due punct 


fe 


uality, 
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For nearly fourteen years, Mr. 
Marsden had officiated with a 
zeal, an industry, and a constan- 
cy that are scarcely perhap3 to 
be paralleled ; but jt had ionp 
been at the hazard of a most ro- 
bust constitution, which at last, 

excellent as it was, proved alto- 
ple incompetent to one half of 
the services required. ‘l'wo pub- 
lic free schools, a boys’ and a 
girls’, this most excellent man 
had already established and pro- 
vided fer, without any expense to 
government 5 but a growing pop- 
ulation, and a population of the 
very woret kind, of illegitimate 
children, demanded three times 
the number ; a population which, 
if early instructed in habits of in- 
dustry and principles of virtue by 
a judicious and pious education, 
may indeed be rendered of inesti- 
mable value to the rising colony, 
but, if neglectéd and abandoned 
by the state, must assuredly work 
its speedy and absolute destruc- 
tion. To both these propositions, 
also, administration readily as- 
sented ; and his grace the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, to whom 
these points were chiefly referred, 
wisely and liberal ly lett it to the 
able founder of the plan, to se- 
Sect such persons as he thought 
most likely to promote his benev- 
lent object; in consequence of 
which, altogether heedless of ex- 
pense or trouble, he 


traveiled at 
his own charge, over a creat 


gvart of this country im pursuit of 
persons who were recommended 


to him a$ qualified jor the sta- 
tion. He aut last succeeded to 
his own satisf: 

them have by this time reached 
the settlement, and the rest are oa 
their voyage rgd 

he next object or consi 


sa 
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tion, with his m majesty’s principal 
chaplain of the colony, was how 
to turn its resources to most ad- 
vantage, and to provide employ- 

ment ior the adult as he had pro- 
vided instruction for the young. 
It is weil known that most of the 
culprits, sentenced to transporta- 
tion, are men of talents, though 
of talents perverted ; of those 
that are transported, mereover, 
the greater number are fully in. 
itiated into} some branch of me- 
chanics or manufactures. With 
a view of ace. these talents to 
a proper use, of making the crim- 
inals contribute to their own su D- 
of taking 
them off from habits of idlenese 
aud dissipation, he next proposed 
tothe minister that the colony 
should be allowed one or twa 
practical, mechanics, with very 
small salaries, such as should be 
a recompense to them, but not 
suficient to support them de pue 
cut their own exertions; and one 
or two general menasinesoranes 
To the last proposal an objection 
was urged, that it would inter- 
fere with the staple trade of the 
mother country; but the objec- 
tion was overceme by an engige- 
ment, on the part of the propos- 
er, that if government would ac- 
cede to it, the enormous expense 
which the state at present sus- 
tains for clothing the convicts at 
Botany Bay, should entirely cease 
within a certain period; be ob- 
served that the wool belonging 
to the government flocks, which, 
in conjunction with its wild herds, 
are now sufficiently numerous to 
provide food for the convicts, 
Without any expense to the par- 
ent state, was now sufficient in 
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quantity to provide them with 
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might hereby be rendered their 
own manufacturers. Both these 
requests were In comsequence ac- 
cededto; the benevolent peti- 
tioner, was, as in the former ease, 
authorized to 
with four such persons as he 
thought would best answer his 
purpose ; and he set off by the 
majlon the same night at his 
own expense towards Warwick- 
shire and Yorkshire, succeeded at 
length agreeably to his wishes, 
and the and manutac- 

rers have by thistime arrived, 
or are on | the point of arriving, at 
their destined abode. 

Having thus in by far the 
greater number ef peints accom- 
plished his most benevolent and 
patriotic object, he now prepared 
for his own return, that he might 
put the whole of his machinery 
into proper and harmonious ac- 
tion: but an almost infinite mul- 
tiplicity of business still awaited 
him to transact. In quitting 
Port Jackson, he had been solicit- 


J 
ovresenne 
ai tigaris 


'ed to become the agent of almost 


every poorer person in the colo- 
ny, and especially of great nufa- 
bers of the convicts. As though 
the common father of all, ke un- 
dertook this voluminous concern : 
the writer of these observations 
has known him, in consequence, 
burdeaed with letters from Ire- 
land and otker remote parts, the 
pestare of which for asingle day 
has often amounted to a guinea, 
which he cheerfully paid, from the 
feeling, that, 
these Totter: were altogether ir- 
relative and-of no use wha itever, 
they were written with a good in- 
tention, and under a belief that 
they were ofreal value. It will 
please the reader to learn, how- 
ever, that at this same pericd 
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Mr. Marsden had also the pleas- 
ure to receive despatches of the 
most satisfactory kind from his 
head bailiff, (who was formerly 
aconvict, but is now a free set. 
trer, and has proved a faithful 
servant to this gentleman for 
nearly fourteen years) confirmed 
by collateral testimonies, an- 
nouncing that his agricultural 
concerns, which he had now 
quitted for about three years, 
were inthe most flourishing state, 
that his live stock had upon an 
average been doubled in number 
ard value since he left Paramat- 
ta, and must have been at least 
triple the number to which it 
amounted at the peried of M. 
Peron’s visit. He had also 
found, from actual experiment at 
Leeds, that the wool of his own 
growth, takea in the gross, un- 
mixed and unselected, produced 
a cloth at least equal, ‘ond in the 
opinion of the manufacturers stt- 
perior, to that of the best French 
looms. 

From New South Wales, 
Notasia, as it is called by mod- 
ern geographers, his eye often 
glanced at New Zealand. Tip- 
pa-Hee, who may be regarded 
as the sovercion of the island, 
though it has several subordi- 
nate chiefs, had twice made a 
voyageto Port Jackson in pur- 
suit of European knowledge, 
and like M. Peron had been ef. 
fecitonately entertained at Para. 
matta: he had acquired a toler. 
able knowledge of the English 
language, had learnt some few 
of its arts, especially that of 
writing, and was very anxious. 
to learn more. Yo New Zea- 
land, therefore, our philanthro- 
pist earnestly directed the at. 
tention ef the Society fer mi% 
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sions to Africa and the East; and 
succeeded in obtaining a practi- 
cal artisan well versed in carpen- 
try and building, at the same 
time of sound Christian princi- 
ples and a devotional turn of 
mind. ‘This man and his wile 
he hastaken over with himsecif, 
and we believe he will be found 
of incalculable service. He is 
also accompanied, we believe, by 
another well-qualified person, 
skilled in flax-dressing, twine- 
spinning, and rope-making. 

One of the Jast public acts to 
which his heart was directed be- 
fore he re.quitted his native coun- 
try, was that of procuring, by 
public contributions and dona- 
tions Of books what he called a 
lending Wbrary, to consist of the 
most valuable and useful publi- 
cations in religion, morals, me- 
chanics, agriculture, commerce, 
general history, and geography ; 
to be lent out under his own con- 
troul, and thar of his clerical col- 
leagues, to soldiers, free settlers, 
convicts, and all others who may 
have time to read, so as to pre- 
vent idleness and occupy the 
mind in the best and most ration- 
al manner. In this cesirey too, 
he succeeded under the favor 
of Providence ; and it is with 
no ema eratification we add, 
that by the gift of - books and 
subscriptions, he was enabled to 
take over with him a hRbrary of 
not less than between three and 
four hundred pounds value ; 
which he intends annually to aug- 
ment, ona pian he bas already 
devised. 
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We ought not to close this 


imperfect sketch, which few of 
our readers will think too long, 
without stating that, on tts being 
communicated to his majesty 
that Mr. M. was extremely de- 
sous of obtaining the royal as- 
sentto purchase and take over 
with him a couple of Meriao 
sheep, his majesty with his ac. 
customed generosity, not only 
freely gave such consent, but re- 
quested Sir Joseph Banks, with 
whom Mr. Marsden had the hon- 
or of being acquainted, to select 
for him, as a royal preseut five 
Merino ewes with young: Sir 
Joseph had mach pleasure in 
obeying, and hastened to Ports- 
mouth for this purpose with ali 
speed, where he arrived just in 
time to put his present on board 
before the ship sailed. At this 
moment Mr. Marsden is on his 
passage; in humility a child, in 
vigor of mind and benevolence 
an angel; full of enterprise for 
the good of mankind, and espe- 
cially of his native country, and 
full of faith and reliance on the 
Divine promises. Already has 
he sown the good seed on the 


poe 


best principles of heavenly hus- 
bandry, and half the eastern 


AA Seams Ri 

hemisphere, perhaps, may form 
its harvest, Unborn enpires 
are cependent on his exer- 


tions ; and his name will be the 


= a « t 
theme of the new world, as 
s . “i 
long as tnere is 4 heart to teel 
reverence, or a tongue to utter 
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OBSERVATIONS ON ISAIAH xlv. 11. 


* Thus saith the Lord, the Holy one 
of Israel and his Maker, ask me of 
things to come ¢oncerning my sons ; 
and concerning the work of my 
hands command ye me.” 

This passage has been differ- 
ently understood, and differently 
improved. Some, who consider 
it as not only giving liberty, but 
evenenjomimg it on us to com- 
mand God, take the word com- 
mand ina figurative sense, and 
when they explain, and exemplify 
it, appear to understand no more 
by it, than the strong and lively 
exercise of faith in the promises 
of God, when we pray to. him. 
Whatever God hath promised, 
we may confidently ask of him, 
and be assured of obtaining, if 
we apply, as he hath directed, in 
the name of Christ, firmly rely- 
ing on his faithfulness to his word, 
and his power to perform it. And 
in common lahguage,tany thiag 
is said to be at our command, 
when the way to obtain it lies 
plain and open before us, Wheth- 
er this view of the passage be 
right or wrong, certainly it is not 
so exceptionable, and irreverent, 
as the construction, together with 
the practice founded on it, which 
has latterly been adopted, by 
numbers. They consider the 
passage under consideration, as 
authorizing them to speak to their 
Maker in an imperative manner, 
and to command him to fulfil 
their desires. Surprising bold- 
ness! Who, without shuddring, 
could see aguilty, hell-deserving 


‘ 

creature stand ferth, and hear 
him, in terms of authority, com- 
mand the iniinite, adorable Majes- | 
ty of heaven, to grant him, or 


his audience, some good which 


he might choose to name! Can 
this be prayer? We have been ac- 
customed to suppose, that he, 
who prayed, considered himself 
in the character of a beggar, not 
ofacommander. What end, can 
be answered, by usmg such lan- 
guage to God ; unless it be the 
gratification of a prom@, arrogant 
mind ? The humble wegen 
spirit, which God regards with 
peculiar complacence, and which 
feels its own utter unworthiness, 
and dependence on the mercy ofa 
sovereign God, will surely aspire 
no higher, than humbiy to express 
its desires before God, plead his 
premises, rely on his faithfulness, 

and trust in the merits of anoth- 
er, for acceptance, and success in 
prayer. God is indeed, wonder- 
fully condescending to sinful 

men. He encourages them to. 
come ‘boldly to his throne of 
grace; but never hath heytaught 
them to treat him as an equal, or 
an imferior, over whom they 
may assume the language of au- 
thority. ‘“ Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be 
hasty to utter any thing before 
God ; for God is in heaven, and 
thou upon earth: therefore let 
thy words be few.”? Eccl. v. 2. 
Remember how infinitely God is 
above you, and let the most pro- 
found reverence possess your 
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conls when presented before him. 
Be cautious what you say, and 
how vou say it. The ancient 
saints,no doubt, had a proper 
view of their privileces and of 
the liberry which became them, 
in their intercourse with their 
Maker. But even in seasons of 
nearest approach to him, where 
do we find them speaking to him 
in a way of command, when 
seeking either information, or 
other favors? Who have had 
more near access to God, more 
intimate freedem with him, or 
higher testimonies of his approba- 
‘tion and friendship, than Abra- 
ham and Moses? Yet when God 
condescended to talk with them 
“a to face, as a man talketh 
with his friend, how meek, how 
humbie, -how respectful and cir- 
cumspect, how supplicating, in- 
stead of commanding was their 
language ? See an instance in 
one of them, when inquiring con- 
cerning Sodom Gen. xviii. 23, to 
end; and iv the other when in- 
terceding for the people, and re- 
questing “special favor for himself 
Exod. 23 and 24 chapters. As 
mang ail the prayers of holy 
men, recorded in the scriptures, 
no one, it ts belteved, can be 
found, which, in any measure, 
give s countenance to th elanguage 
which “we are censuring 3 and 
gladly would we hope that 
those, who use such language, 
do not fee/ ail that’ arro- 
vance, that want of hamility, and 
everence towards God, which 
ir words seem to intimate. 
Sut does not God say, expressly, 
‘© command ye mer’ and does 
not this warrant usin command. 
ing him to bestow on us the 
things weneed? By no means. 
For, supposing this to be the 
most proper translation of the 
‘ 
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passage, the true import of it 
seems to be this, viz. Zhough the 
Potter does not give account to clay ; 
nor parents to their children, see ver- 

es 9, and 105 yet [wil condescend 

o be at your command, in. this mat- 
ne so far asto give you some ac- 
count of the reason why I ewiil per- 
form, for my people, those gre eat 
things, ¢ which I now foretel ; abou! 
which you contend with me, and 
avbich you oppose me. He thea 
proceeds to give the account; in 
doing which, he asserts his own 
rizht as Creator of all things, to 

rder the circumstances of his 
creatures as he pleases, verse 1%. 
He also deelares that, in the pres- 
ent case, it was an act of right 
eousness, as it respected their ene- 
mies, todeliver his people from 
the unjust bondage 1 in which they 
were holden by them. Therefore 
he says, ** I have raised him up 
in righteousness’” &c. verse 13. 
This, at least, may be the import 
of the passage ; and to build on 
a single expression, a practice $0 
contrary to all the examples of 
holy men, which we have on sa- 
cred record: and so contrary; } 
would seem, to all the feelings ot 
a humble heart, especially when 
the expression may have a difter- 
ent meaning, is to say the least, 
unwarrantabie. 

The subject has been, hitherto, 
considered on the supposition that 
the translation of the words, 
which we have in our bibles, 1s 
the most proper; and on that 
supposition, it is thought the 


“practice of commanding Gox 


cannot be justified. But hax 1S 
another translation of the words, 
which we have inthe margin of 
some of our bibles, that gives a 
very different turn. Do ye 
ask me of things to come, con- 
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ing the work of my hands, will 
ye . command me 2”? Thus ren- 
dered, the words contain a re- 
proof, not a command. ‘That 
this is the true sense of the words 
appears probable, if we observe 
how they stand connected with 
the context. The eight first ver- 


ses of the chapter contain a 


prophecy concerning Cyrus, and 
the great blessings, which, partly 
at least,.by his instrumentality, 
God would confer on his people, 
then in captivity. The 9th and 
10th verses denounce woes 
against those, who should be op- 
posed to the restoration, and 
prosperity of the captive Israel- 
ites. ** Woe to him, who striveth 
with his Maker. Shall the clay 
say to him whe fashioneth it 
what makest thou” &c. ** Woe to 
him, who saith to his father what 
begettest thou” &c. ‘These woes 
appear to be directed against the 
Babylonians, or any others, who 
should oppose the restoration of 
the Jews from their captivity, 


. and their subsequent prosperity. 


he words of the 11th verse, ap- 
pear to be directed to the same 
persons, . the enemies of God and 

his people, and addressed in such 

\ Way of interrogation as implies 
severe reproot. “« Do you ask of 
me things to come, concerning 
my sons? concerning the work of 
my hands will ye command me?” 
Mr. Poole thus paraphrases the 
passage. ‘Will you not allow me 
the liberty which yourselves take, 
of disposing of my children and 
works as 1 see fit? Must I give 
you an account of these matters ? 
Will you set bounds to me, by 
your commands, that I shall do 
this and not that, according to 
your good pleasure? ‘This is in- 
tolerable boldness in you.” In 
the following verse, God reminds 


ams 


them again of his right to all 
creatures, as their Maker, and 
consequently of his right, his de- 
termination and ability to dispose 
of them as he chooses. In the 
whole of this passage, from the 
Oth to the 13th verse, inclusive, 
God appears to be addressing 
the same persons asserting his 
own sovereignty, and reproving, 
and threatening those who opposed 
him, and sought to counteract 
his designs of grace to his peopie. 
t is therefore concluded that the 
most preper way of reading the 
11th verse, is by the way of inter- 
rogation, “do you command 
me?’ do you think to direct me, 
or overrule my determination to 
release my people from their 
bondage, restore them to their 
liberty and their own land, and 
to bless them there? Consider 
that you are not only opposing 
Cyrus in this matter, but the holy 
one of Israel and his Maker, the 
Creator of all things; your wish- 
es therefore, and your efforts are 
as impious, as they will prove 
vain and fruitiess; and the mis- 
chief will return upon your own 
heads. SERVU Ss, 


— 


Messrs. Editors, 

The fcllowing is a copy of a letter 
from a gentleman in to his 
friend under serious exercises o 
mind. It is presumed it will com- 
port with the design of your publi- 


cation. B. 
Nov. 1811. 
‘My dear friend, 


Having heard from one of out 
friends the state of your mind, I 
must make that esteem, which 
has been formed froma long ac- 
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qeaintance wit h you, my apology 
for writing. 1 am rejoiced to 
hear thatany thing like a sense 
of sin and a desire after holiness, 
has taken possession of your 
heart. ‘Chat man is corrupt by 
nature, and mutt be eternally lost, 
without an interest in the Savior, 
isa truth, with which, would to 
God, sinners were more gene- 
rally impressed. That anv are 
made sensible of this truth how- 
ever, is an act of infinite mercv. 
It is necessary, before we can be 
healed, that we should feel our 
need. The sacrifice of a broken 
and contrite heart is the only one, 
that God will accept. With this 
We may come with boldness te 
the Lord, and plead with him his 
promises. It is the humble sinner, 
who trembles at his word, that 
the God. of heaven delights to 
Lless. Gladly would I, in your 
distress, tell you of the love ot 
God, in that glorious provision, 
which he has made far the souls 
of sinners. While at the foot 
of the cross you behold the evil 
of sin, you also see the flowing 
‘biood of the Redeemer, whic ch 
pugihet f from guilt, and reveals to 
the sizin a reconciled God. 
Christ 1s an nal sufficient Savior; 
he has made a periect atonement, 
and we must accept it of him as 
ouralk It is by what He has 
done, and not by what we have 
or can do, that we must he sav- 
ed. And Otd how important is 
this salvation to a creature, des- 
tined to eternity ! The worth of 
an immortal soul cannot be esti- 
mated by mortals. He alone re- 
alized its worth who died that we 
might live. His dying groans 
declare m awful, though impres- 
rive eloguence, * Death and the 
Giave are conquered.’ The Lord 


Copy of a Letter &c. 


[May, 


of life, rising from the tomb, as- 
cended to his Father, and the Fa- 
ther of his children, to his God 
and their God, bearing in his 
hand the keys of death and hell, 
and on his breast plate deeply en- 
graven, the names of the redeem- 
ed. My friend, it is my prayer 
that this Savior may be your por- 
tion ; that this salvation may be 
your joy. And are you deter- 
mined to devote yourself to God ? 
Yeu must recollect that in turn- 
ing your back uponthe world, 
you have something to encoun- 
ter. In your own strength you 
cannot do it; but through Christ 
strengthening you, you can doit. 
The corruption of your own 
heart, will paint in lively and 
glowing colors, the objects 
which are opposed to the in- 
terest of your soul. You will 
find temptations on every side,— 
‘The thoughtless will ridicule, and 
the pera. willsdaugh. But 

what of this ? the day is coming 

when the thoughtless and profane 
nese made to Y reflect, will be fill- 
-ed ‘with horror, and the christian, 
the object of their contempt, re- 
joicing in glory will become the 
object of their envy, True reli- 
gion isnot the chimera of a delu- 
ded imagination. It has God 
for its author, and the happiness 
of man for its object. It is a 
plant exotic to our barren soil, by 
the Lord of giory, transplanted 
from the heavens. The heart 
cannot receive it, until it is sof- 
tened and prepared by Sovereign 
grace. A lite, regulated by the 
truths of the gos pel, is not only 
the ornament but the glory of 
man. Jt is when he thus lives, 
only, that he lives worthy of him- 
self. God alone can be our con- 
solation in life, our support in 
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death and our defence at the day 


of judgment. If God be our 
friend we need not repine if the 
whole world be combined against 
us, for he will never forsake 
those, who trust inbim. But the 
world will forsake és votaries, 
and that too, ata time when they 
most require aid. If God then 
be our enemy, where shall we 
take refuge? Thousands, we 
have reason to fear, consider not 
this till itis too late. We draw 


back with horror from the Ort. 
templation of the scene; which 
must burst upon the view of an 
individual, in such a situation 3 
whea he is called to close his eyes 
and bid farewell to earth. To 
the christian the prospect bright- 
ens as he advances, until having 
put off this body of corruption, 
he is absolved in the brightness 
cf that glory, which surrounds 
the throne of God. 
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ON THE SALARIES OF MINISTERS. 


From the Panoplist. , 


A Minister of a church and 
congregation, in a country town 
of some consequence, read the 
thoughts of A? B. on the Salaries 
of Ministers, published in the 
Panoplist for November last, 
fand in the Adviser for January. ] 
‘The striking resemblance between 
those thoughts and his own cir- 
cumstances, in many points, led 


him at first to suspect, that A. B. 


was some thinking member of his 
own church. ‘ihis suspicion, 
however, was soon given up, on 
considering, that if there were’a 
solitary mdividual in the, church, 
who could think and write’in that 
manner, his influence woffid be 
telt, and things would net remain 
as they are. 

Deeply impressed with the 
painful thought, that a dissolu- 
tion of the pastoral connexton 
must take place, the munister in 
question was, in his own mind, 
preparing to bring it about, ina 


Way leastinjnrious to the cause 


* 


of religion, when the production 
of A. B. came to hand. That, 
together with other considera- 
tiens, has led him to defer, for 
the present, this painful work ; 
and to lay his case before the 
Christian public, hoping that A. 
3. or some other able and pious 
friend to Christ and his ministers, 
will plainly point out to him the 
path of duty. That it may be in 
the power of such a person to offer 
judicious counsel, facts must be 
stated; which facts may pos- 
sibly destynate who the minister 
is, and wound the feelings of some 
of his flock. But would not their 
feelings be more deeply wounded, 
should they be visited with a fam- 
ine of the word ot life. Such a 
famine seems inevitable, if things 
remain asthey are. In that case, 
the triumph of Infidelity would 
be great. The enemy would 
seize the ground. The sheep of 
Christ would be scattered. 

The facts which seem necessa- 
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ry to a full understanding of the 
case are the following ; 

The mizister, his wife and 
children, are so many in number, 
that his salary when divided into 
the same number of parts, will 
afford to each of them between 
ten and eleven cents a day for 
their support. The children are 
all under fifteen years of age. In 
this estimate no deduction is made 
from the salary to pay for hired 
help, which is commonly needed 
in alarge family of small chil- 
dren. ‘The articles to feed and 
clothe this family are to be pur- 
chased from day to day, and on 
credit too, which is a disadvan- 
tage unknown to those who are 
able to pay when they purchase. 
The business dene by country 
merchants and mechanics issmuch 
in the barter way, which has car- 
ried the prices of the necessaries 
of life, in many instances, above 
the Bostow prices. The mer- 
chant gives the farmer his price 
for his produce, but pays in goods 
from the shop ; he knows how to 
manage. ‘Lhe minister must 
deal with both; and must be 
charged by both their barter »pri- 
ces. And soon the bocks must 
be settled. If he has.not the 
money to pay, the bes that. can 
be done is to give bis note,on in- 
terest: and, when the year comes 
round, to renew the note and in- 
clude the interest. Notes-of this 
nature are fast imereasing against 
this minister. His salary is not 
paid agreeably to contract. Hip 
payments have long been six 
months behind the stated saith, 
when they are duc: and he loos- 
es the interest, and experiences all 
the other disadv antages of deiay, 
and would do so, if the payments 
were years beiind. When the 
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salary is paid, three quarters, or 
thereabouts, come in orders 
drawn by him or the treasurer ia 
favor of individuals. Thus, by 
barter dealing, and delay ef pay- 
ment, the salary isin fact dimin- 
ished, in his judgment, one third ; 
which reduces his daily stipend, 


when divided between himself 


and his dependants, to about sev- 
en cents each. It ought to be ad- 
ded that he has no tarm worth 
mentioning, 

The minister being fully per- 
suaded that his people would not 
raise his salaty; (for some of 
them complained bitterly, in his 
hearing, of the great minister tax 
they had to pay ;) and doubting 
whether they would settie anoth- 
er, were he to be 1emoved, 
thought it his duty to foliow the 
example of Paul, that eminent ser- 
vant of @hrist, and began to ad. 
minister to the necessities of him- 
self and his dependants with the 
labor of his own hands. The men 
of the world smiled ; some pro- 


fessors of reli; vion were offended :* 


but the general opinion was, that 
this was needless. Some of the 
brethren 
toreprove the minister for his 
worldly-mindedness. He stated 
to them the absolute necessity 
that drove him to labor with his 
own hands. However, they 
could not ‘ee as he did, and 
woul@have it, that the minister 
haéino®eed at all to attend to 
secular business. The common 
arts to destroy a minister’s use- 
fulness were resorted to, and with 
too much success. 

Justice woula not be done to 
the minister without stating, that 
amidst alk his secular avocations, 
his ministerial Jabors have great- 
ly increased. Itis thought that 
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no minister within fifty miles of 
him has more abounded in extra 
labors. Never did he decline, 
when asked, to preach a funeral 
sermon, at any house where per- 
sons, by reason of age or infirmi- 
ty, were unable to attend pnblic 
worship. He usually is present 
at ‘wo conference meetings in a 
week ; and has not been negligent 
in victing the sick and dying. 
Frequently his feeble assistance 
has been afforded to his brethren 
in the ministry, when their fields 
ol labor, through the blessed in- 
fluences of the Spirit, have been 
rendered white ready to harvest. 
But to return from this digres- 
sion. ‘The minister is wretched- 
ly involved in debt, even beyond 
the possibility of extricating him- 
self, unless by felling the little 
real estate he possesses; and he 
must unless his salary should be 
enlarged, go still deeper in the 
bitter waters. leis most desti- 
tute of books. Some affecting 
@bjects of charity dwell near him. 
The crtes of Christians in - 
East for Bibles from professors i 
sthe West ; the pressing calls for 
money to expend in translating 
and printing the Scriptures in the 
heathen languages; and, above 
ail, the earnest demand for, pe- 
euniary assistance, which the A- 
merican Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions have mgde 


on the Christian public, pengtrate 
He abundantly urges’ 
on Christians the duty of giving,. 
by the positive requirements of 


his heart. 


the Gospel, by bowels of com- 
passion forthe heathen; by the 
distinguishe ed mercies conferred 
en the people of this land ;, bythe 
example of the Apostles who for- 
sook all to spread the Gospel, 
who accounted not their lives 
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dear to themselves, and actually 
suffered martyrdom, rather than 
heathens should perish for lack of 
vision; by the example of primi- 
tive Christians, who sold their 
possessions, and laid the prices at. 
the Apostles’ feet; and, final- 
ly, by the example of Christ, who 
was the Owner of the universe, 


yet for the everlasting good of 


hell-deserving sinners, He empti- 
ed himself of infinite fulness, be- 
came a servant, had not where to 
lay his head, was spit upen, mock- 
ed, scourged, crowned with 
thorns, and died the accursed 
death of the cross. But thie 
preaching avails nothing ; these 
arguments fall to the ground, 
And doubtless this is partly be- 
cause the minister does not set 
the example. He has not a dol- 
lar, nor even éwo mites, to put: ine. 


to the box ; and therefore it ree. 


mains empty. This minister wag 
one of the small circle wha, first 
signed the constitution of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Socie- 
ty. He then saw, by faith, the 


present and future splendor .of . 


this Society, gladdening the 
hearts of thousands, who, but for 
this labor of love, would have 
been descending rapidly into hea- 


thenism.,.For a number of years, 


however, it has been impractica- 
ble for him to pay hisannual tax 
to that institution. He was a- 
mong those, who first advocated 
the publishing of the Magazine, 
and has evet been deeply concern- 
edto have that publication, in 
some form, live; yea, more than 
live, become great, emphatically 
geod, and enlightening muiti- 
tudes. But he has not been able 
fora number of years to meet 
the most reasonable demands of 
the Editors; and, of course. at 
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times has not been a subscriber. 
Thus he is pressed on every hand ; 
teased and threatened by his cred- 
itors ; distracted how to meet the 
daily wants of his family ;_ haif- 
unmanned, or more, with respect 
to the duties of his sacred office ; 
halting between different opin- 
ions as to the course he ought to 
pursue ; afraid to preach to his 
people that part of tae Gospel 
which they most need, namely, 
the duty of ministering to the 
temporal wants of their teacher. 

Now, Mr. Editor, what shall 
this minister do? Shall he bring 
about a dissolution of the sacred 
connexion between himself and 
the dear peopie of his charge, in 
the best way he can; sell, at a 
great cisadvantage, the little 
property he has; redeem his 
debts ; and divide the remainder, 
if there should be a remainder, 
between his hungry children and 
the heathen world, the inhabi- 
tants of which are, at this mo- 
ment, perishing with.a famine 
infinitely worse. than the severest 
famine for bread ? Shall he leave 
a very important stand, where, as 
he has reason to believe, his ser- 
vices are peculiarly needed?- Or 
shali he attempt to eonvince 
those who cannot, who will not 
be convinced, that ten cents and 
a half a day to each member of 
his family, paid as above stated, 
will not furnish comfortable food 
and clothing, enable him to edu- 
cate his chiidren reputably, and 
treat his bretoren in the ministry 
and his extensive Christian ac- 
quaintance hospitably, and leave 
from twenty to fifty dollars an- 
nually, to devote to the poor, and 
to Missionary and Bible Socie- 
ties? He is pained to know his 
duty, that he may é@o it. 


You, Sir, have correspondents, 
who make mathematical and oth- 
er calculations, and state the vol- 
untary tribute paid for ardent 
spirits, at theatres, for dress &c. 
‘heir superior talents the writer 
would take the liberty to put in 
requisition to afford seasonable 
counsel to this minister, or to his 
people, or, if it is thought expe- 
dient, to both. And if, in this 
case, such able advice should be 
given, it may, with small varia- 
tions, suit many cases, and be ex- 
tensively usefal. 

Should this communication be 
published, many ministers will 
be accused and condemned as its 
authors. For, in the country, 
those ministers generally, who 
preach the unadulterated doc- 
trines for which the Apostles 
laid down their lives, are under 
absolute necessity to attend to 
Secular pursuits; even to the 
neglect of the infinitely momen- 
tous duties of their sacred office. 

The present is confessedly one 
of the most eventful periods the 
Church ever saw; a period big 
with most astonishing revolu- 
tions, which convulse the civili- 
zed world to its centre ; and ev- 
ery event has an important bear- 
ing on the interests of Zion. At 


this crisis, so eventful, must the 


few watchmen on the walls of 
Zion, who are faithful to the Je- 
hovah of Israel, and to. precious 
souls, be driven from their watch 
to earn their bread by the labor 
of their hands? God forbid. 
Must the watchman quit the 
watch tower, at the moment 
when the unclean Spirits are ar- 
ranging, organizing, and anima- 
ting the unnumbered legions of 
Gog to attack the holy city ? and 
when false teachers swarm on ev- 
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ery side, and are so expert in the 
arts of deception; that, were it 
possible, they would deceive the 
very elect? At the present time 
ministers peculiarly need to be 
furnished with every possible 
gource of information. They 
ought to have time, and advan- 
tages, to read, and study, as well 
as hearts to laborin their minis- 
try, and pray, more than ever. 
If they were able to devote all 
their strength to the puculiar du- 
ties of their office, and to set the 
example, (and a noble one,) of 
contributing to the necessities of 
the heathen, of the Jews, and of 
Christians, in the east, there 
would soon be no want of money 
to carry into effect the sublime 
plans conceived by the Hornes 
and the Buchanans of the day. 
D.C. 


P. S. The writer cheerfully 
submits the foregoing produc- 
tion to the Editor of the Pano- 
plist, to be published in whole, 
or in part, or with amendments, 
or to be rejected altogether, at 
discretion; not expecting any 
peiaeibige eed apologies, or 
feasons, whatever.* 


== 


THE LIFE OF FAITH; 


Exemplified and recommended, in a 
Letter found in the study of the 
Rev. Mr. Blhear, late of Ded- 
dingham, Newingham; being an 
answer to this question, HOw To 





* After receiving such fuli power, 
perhaps it ought to be stated, that 
only a few alterations have been made 
in the communication of D.C. and 
they were of small consequence, rela- 
‘ing prineipally, to the phraseology. 

Ed. 
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LIVE IN THIS WORLD, $9 AS TO 
LIVE IN HEAVEN? 


Dear Broruer, 

Yours I received, and thought 
on that question, “ How io live in 
this world, so as io live in heaven ?”° 
It is one of the common pleas of 
my heart, which I have often oc- 
casion to study, and therefore 
takes me not unprovided. It is 
hard to keep the helm up against 
sO many cross winds as we meet 
withal upon this sea of fire and 
glass. 

That man knoweth not his 
own heart that finds it not difh- 
cult to break through the entan- 
glements of the world. Crea- 
ture smiles stop and entice away 
the affections from Jesus Christ. 
Creature frowns encompass and 
tempestuate the spirit, that ir 
thinks it doth welt to be angry. 
Both ways graceis a loser. We 
had all need to watch and pray, 
lest we enter into temptation. 

The greatest of your conflicts 
and causes of complaint seem to 
have their original here. Tempt- 
dtions follow tempers. As there 
are two predominant qualities in 
the temper of every body, se 
there are two predominant sins 
in the temper of every heari. 
Pride is one in all men tn the 
world. I will tell you familiarly 
what God hath done for my soul, 
and in what trade my soul keeps 
towards him, 

I am come to a conclusion, te 
lock after no great matters in the 
world, but to know Christ and 
him crucified. 1 make best way 
ina low gale. A high spirit and 
a high sail together, will be dan- 
gerous ; and therefore I prepare 
to live low. I desite not much : 
I pray against it. My study 1s 
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mv calling ; so much as to tend 
that without distraction, I am 
boundto plead for, and more I 
desire not. By my secluded re- 
tirement, I have advantage to 
ob-erve how every day’s occa- 
sions insensibly wear off the heart 
from God, and bury it in self, 
which they who live in care and 
himber, cannot be sensibie of. I 
have seemed to see a need of 
thing God gives me, and to 
want nothing that he denies me. 
Tr ere he no dispensation, though 
nf ti vbet. either im it or after 

TL find I could “0 be without 
rt whether it be taken from me or 
not given ta me; sooner or later, 
God quiets me in himself with 
eutit. 1 cast allmy concerns on 
the Lord, and live secureiy on 
ite care and wisdom of my heav.- 
enly Father. My ways, you 
know, are in some sense, hedged 
up wth thorns, and grow dark- 
e: and darker daily; yet I dis. 
trust not my God in the least, 
and live more quietly in the ab. 
sence of ali, by faith, than IT 
shouid do, lam persuaded if IT 

‘ssessed them. [ think the 
Lord deals kindly with me, to 
mke me believe for all my mer- 
ces before Thave them; they 
will then be Isaac's sons of laugh- 
ter. The less, reason hath to work 
upon, the more treely. faith casts 
inelf on the Faint alness of God. 
Ffind that while faith is steady, 
vothing can dirguiet me; and 
when faith totters, nothing can 
eabvlsh me. !f J tmmbie out 
amongst means and creatures, [ 
am presently lost, and can come 
‘tonoend; bniif I stay myself 
on God, and leave him to work 
in his own way and ume, [ am 


ever 5 


at resi, and can sit Gown and 
sleep in a promise. whea a thou. 


be 
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sand rise up against me; there- 
fore my way is not to be cast be- 
fore hand, but to work with 
God bythe day. ‘“ Sufficient to 
the day is the evil thereof.” I 
find so much to do continually 
with my calling and my heart, 
that I have no time to puzzle 
myself with peradventures and 
futurities. As for the state of 
the times, itis very gloomy and 
tempestuous. But why do the 
heathen rage? Taith lies at an- 
chor in the midst of the waves 
and believes the accomplishment 
of the promise through all those 
Sverturnings, confusions and 
seeming impossibilities. 

Upon this God do I live, who 
is our God for ever, and will 
oaide us to the death. Methinks 
k lie becalmed in his bosom, as 
uuther, in such a-case. Iam not 
concerned ; let Christ see to it. I 
know prophecies are now dark, 
and the bopks are sealed, and 
men have all been deceived, 
and every cistern fails, yet God 
dcth continue faithful? and faith- 
ful is he that hath promised, who 
will do it. I believe these dark 
times are the womb of a brigh: 
morning. 

Many things more 1 might 
have said: but ewough. Oh! 
brother, keep close to God, and 
then you need fear nothing. 
Maintain secret and intimate 
communion with God, and ther 
alitile of the creature will go a 
great way. Take time for du- 
ties in private ; crowd not reli- 
gion into a corner of the day. 
There is a. dutch proverb: 
“Nothimg is got by thieving,” 
nor lost “by praying.” Lay up 
allyour good in God, so asto 
overbalance the sweetness and 
bitterness of all creature. Sy 
no time anxioutly in tcrehand 
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contrivances for this world ; they 
never succeed; God will ran lis 
dispensations another way.  Setf- 
contrivances are the effects of un- 
belief. I can speak from expert- 
eace. Would men spend those 
hours they run out in plots and 
devices, in communion with God, 
and leave all on him by ventur- 
some believing, they would have 
more peace and comfort. 

I leave you with your God and 
mine. The Lord Jesus be with 
your spirit. Pray for your own 
soul; pray for Jerusalem; and 
pray hard for your poor brother. 


EEA 
ee eee 


GOOD WORKS. 


Ir is a matter of admiration to 
me how any one, that pretends 
to the use of reason, can imagine 
that he should be accepted be- 
fore God for what comes from 
himself! For, how is it possible 
that I should be justified by good 
works, when I can do no good 
works at all before I be first jus- 
tified ? My works cannot be ac- 
cepted as good, until my person 
be so 3 nor can my person be ac- 
cepted by God, until first en- 
grafted into Christ. 


Bishop Bev erives. 


———— 


REVIPW OF CHRISTIAN RE- 
SEARCHES. 


in a former number, we intimated our 


design to admit inte the Apviscr 
a portion of Buchanan’s Christian 
Researches in Asia. As five Edi- 
tions of this popular work have been 
published -in New England, within 
a year, and as many of our readers 
have already perused it, we shall 
not be so copious in our extracts as 
at first contemplated. To give a 
mere accurate Knowledge of the 
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worla than could be done by present- 
ing merely detached paragraphs, 
we have concluded io publish the 
following extracts fiom a _ Review, 
which appeared, some rnunihs since, 
inan Bnviish Magaziue—the Curis- 
TIAN UBSERVER. 


We should be afraid of appear- 
ing extravagant to our readers 
were we to say allthat we think 
respecting the importance of this 
work. But we wish them to 
judge for themselves, whether we 
exceed the bounds of modera- 
tion, whea we rate its value a- 
bove that of any other work, con- 
nected with our Oriental empire, 
which we have yet seen. When 
we speak of its value, we have ro 
eye to its merits as a composi- 
tion: although, in that view, ev- 
ery thing which proceeds from 
the pen of cur author must be 
respectable ; but to the stupen- 
dous magnitude, and infinite mo- 
ment, of the subject of which it 
treats, the means of establishing 
the empire of Jesus Christ, and 
diffusing the light ef his Gospel, 
over, pi erhaps, four hundred miil- 
ions of human beings, who now 
“sit in darkness.” It has to do, 
not merely with the millions of 
India who are subjected to our 
government, and who therefore 
have a sort of filial claim on our 
regard ; but with the hundreds 
of millions in Asia, who are unit- 
edtous by social ties more or 
less bindine g,t7 whose shores we 
have easy accessyand who seem 
to demand from our compassion 
the light of life. Nor does it 
merely press upon us our obliga- 
tions to thesecountless multitudes ; 
but it points out specifically how 
those momentous obligations are. 
to be fulfilled. ) ‘ 

Had Dr. Buchanan confined, 


Oa, ete 4 Pe 


oh RP ee 


Oe eee 


" reeary nae ot tigade, 




































Pe) ee 


ey 
Abe 


ee 











ks Review of Christian Researches. 


himselfto the bare statement of 
his general views on this subject, 
he would have done no more than 
has often been dene before; and 
he would not have merited on 
that account any peculiar dis 
tinction. But he has descended 
tO particulars. He has uncover- 
@ito our view the gloomy re- 
cesses of Asiatic superstition ; he 
eatries us with him, by turns, to 
the temple of Juggernaut, and 
the dungeons of the Inquisitions ; 
he shews us the “ gross darkness” 
(darkness which may be felt) 
““that covers the people ;” he 
tells us what he has seen with his 
eyes, and heard with his ears; 
and he isenabled by his own tes- 
timony, to contrast the horrid 

fects of the false religions of the 
East, with the benign influence of 
Christianity, as they are severally 
exemplified in different parts of 
Hindostan. And with respect to 
those parts of Asia which he was 
himself unable to visit, he has 

collected much valuable infor- 
mation,all tending to shew the 
greatness of the evil which calls 
for our compass! ‘onate interfer- 
ence.* He is not content, howev- 
er, with exposing to our view the 
existing evil, he points specifical- 
ly, ineach case, to the means by 
which that evil, if not complete- 
iy subdued, may at least be com- 
batied with a hope of success ; by 
which the darkness, if not at once 
removed, may yet be gradualry 
dispelied. He describes to us, in 
ine, what Christianity has alrea- 
dy effectediin the East, and what 
she has yet to do; andhe founds 
his hope, as to the effect of fu- 
ture, increased, and well concert- 
ed exertion, on the experience of 
the benetts which have Box ed 


from the efforts, limited and de-. 


(May, 


sultory as they have been, already 
made to evangeiize our Eastern 
empire. But ii is time that we 
shou'd make cur readers more 
particularly acquainted with the 
nature anu result of Dr. Bachan- 
un’s researches. 


The college of Fort William 
was founded in May; 1800. On 
the Ist of January, 1807, its es- 
tablishment was so reduced, that 
the translations of the Scriptures, 
and some other literary works 
which had been commenced un- 
der its patronage, were suspended, 
Under these circumstances, the 
superintendents of the colleges 
resolved to encourage individuals 
to proceed with versions ef the 
Scriptures by ali the means in 
their power, purposing, at the 
Same time, not to confine this en- 
couragement to bengal, but to 
extend it to every part of the 
East, where fit instsuments could 
be found. ‘lo promote this ob- 
ject, subscriptions were set on 
foot; representations were also 
made to the supreme govern- 
ment in behalf of the undertaking, 
and 4 correspondence was open- 
ed with inielligent personsin dif- 
ferent partsof India. Nor was 
thisall. With aview to ebtain 
accurate information respecting 
the neal state of relizion, and to 
discover the means of dissemi- 
ldiing the scriptures, in 
ent parts of India, Dr. Buchanaa 
resolved todevote the Jast yea 
or two of his stay in that country 
to purposes of local enquiry. In 
pursuance of this design, he trav- 
elled by Jand from Calcutta to 
Cape Comorin, visited Ceylon 
thrice, thence pursued his journey 
aong the Mat: abar coast, and tm- 
to the interior of Malabar and 
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Travancore. After thistour he 
returned to Calcutta, where he 
remained for nine months, and 
then wisited Malabar, and Tra- 
vancore a second time, beicre his 
departure for England. 

Dr. Buchanan, in prosecuting 
his researches, first adverts to the 
state of China. ‘ India,’ he 
says, *‘ contains but a small part 
of the natives who seek the reve- 
Jation of God’? at our hands. 
‘“'The Malayan Archipelago in- 
cludes more territory, and a lar- 
ger population, than the conti- 
nent of India. Chinaisa more 
extensive field than either.””- He 
details the means which were em- 
ployed by the superintendents of 
the college, for obtaining a ver- 
sion of the Scriptures in the Chi- 
nese language. It was through 
them that Mr. Lassar, who is 
now employed in this work, in 
conjuction with the Missionaries 
at Serampore, was at first induc- 
edto engage in it. With the 
progress which he has made in 
the Chinese translation of - the 
Scrip:ures, and with the floursih. 
ing state of the Chinese class at 
Serampore, our readers are al- 
ready acquainted. 

The Hindoos are next brought 
under our view by the pious au- 
thor: and he states it to have 
been one of the cbjects of his tour 
to ascertain what are the actual 
effects of Christianity in those in- 
terior provinces of Hindostan, 
where it has been intreduced, and 
to compare the Hindoo Chris- 
tians with such of their country- 

en as remain in their pristine 
idolatry. ‘lt was a chief object 
of his tour through India, to mark 
the relative influence of Pagan- 


ism and Christianity ;’? and in- 


arder that the English natien 
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may be able to form a judgment 
onthe subject, he proceeds to 
give, in the way of extracts from 
his journal, some account of the 
Hindoas of Juggernaut and the 
natiye Ckristians in Tanjore. 
The former continue to worship 
the idol Juggernaut ; the latter, 
until the light of revelation visit- 
ed them, worshipped an idol also, 
called the great Black Bull of 
Tanjore. 

In our volume for 1807, p. 
353, our readers will find a brief 
notice of the author’s visit to the 
temple of Juggernaut and to the 
Christian churches at Tanjore. 
We will extract a few passages 
from the present account, in or- 

er to fill up the sketch which 
was then given of it. 


* Buddruck in Orissa, May 30th 1806- 


‘*\We know that we are approaching 
Juggernaut (and yet we are more than 
fifty miles from it) by the human bones 
whieh we have seen for some days 
strewed by the way. At this place 
we have been joined by several large 
bodies of pilgrims, perhaps 2600 in 
number, who have come from various 


parts of Northern India. Some of 


them, with whom I have converséc, 
say that they have been two months oa 
their march, travelling slowly in the 
hottest season of the year, with their 
wives and children. Some old per- 
sons are among them who wish to die 
at Juggernaut. Numbers of pilgrims 
die on the road ; and their halictien- 
erally remain unburied. On a plain 
by the River, near the pilgrim’s Cara- 
Vansera at this place, there are more 
than a hundred skulls. ° The dogs, 
jackals, and vultures seem to live here 
onhuman prey. The vultures exhib- 
it a shocking tamenese. The obscene 
animals will not leave the body some- 
times till we come closeto them. This 
Buddruek is ahorrid place. Wher- 
ever I turn my eyes, I.meet death 
in some shapeor other. Surely Jug- 
gernaut cannet be werse than Bud- 
euck. 
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“In sight of Juggernaut, 12th June. 


$6 ——— Many thousands of pilgrims 

have accompanied us for some days 

ast. Theycover the road before and 
Behind as far as the eye can reach. 
At nine o’clock this morning, the tem- 
ple of Juggernaut appeared in view at 
agreat distance. When the multitude 
first saw it, they gave ashout, and fell 
to the greund and worshipped. Ihave 
heard nothing to-day but shouts and 
atanatnenby the successive bodies 
of pilgrims. From the place where I 
new stand Ehave a view ofa host of 
people like an army, encamped at the 
outer gate of the town of Juggernaut ; 
where a guaidof soldiersis posted to 
prevent their entering the town, until 
they have paid the pilgrim’s tax.—I 

assed a devotee to-day who laid 
fimsclt down at every step, measur- 
ing the road to Juggernaut, by the 
tength of his body, 23a penance, of 
merit to please the god. 

Juggernaut, June, 14. 

“Y have seen Juggernaut. The 
scene at Buddruck is. but the vesti- 
bule to Juggernaut. No record of 
ancient or modern history can give, I 
think, an adequate idea of this valley 
of death. It may be truly compared 
with the ‘ valley of Hinnom. 

The Idolcalled Juggernaut has been 
<onsideredas the Molech of the pres- 
ent afe, and he is justly so named.” 
“ This morning I viewed the temple, a 
stupendous fabric, and truly commen- 
surate with the extensive sway of the 


horrid king.” “ The walls and gates . 


are covered with indecent emblems ig 
massive and durable sculpture. I have 
also visited the sand plains by the sea, 
in some places whitened by the bones 
of pilgrims; and another place, 2 lit- 
tle way out of the town, called by the 
fnglish the Golgotha, where the dead 
bodies are usually cast forth, and 
where dogs and vultures are ever 
seen.” “Phe senses are assailed bv 
the squalid and ghastly appearance of 
the famished pilgrims, many of whom 
die m the streets of want or of dis- 
ease; while the devotees with cletted 
Rair and painted fiesh are seen prac- 
tising their various aiusterities and 


modes of self torture.’ “There is: 


scarcely any werdare to refresh the 
sight near Juggernaut.” “ Ail is bar- 
ren aad desolate to the eye, and in the 
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ear there is the never-intermitting 
sound of the roaring sea.” 


We cannot pretend to follow 
Dr Buchanan through ail his ac- 
count of this horridscene of im. 
purity and blood, but must refer 


the readers to the work itself. A ~ 


few short extracts, however, we 
feel almost compelled to give. 


“ June 20. The horrid solemnities 
still continue. Yesterday a weman 
devoted herself to the idol. She laid 
herselfdown on the road in an oblique 
direction, so that the wheel did not 
kill her instantaneously, as is general- 
ly the case; but she died in a few 
hours. This morning as I passed the 
plaee of skulls, nothing remained of 
her but her bones. 

*‘ And this, thought I, is the wor- 
ship ef the Brahmins of Hindostan! 
And their worship in its sublimest de- 
gree! What then shall we think of 
their private manners, and their moral 
principles! For it is equally true of 
India as of Europe. If you would 
knew the state of the peopie, look at 
the state of the Temple.” 

Fyne 21. “ The idolatrous proces- 
sions continue for some days tonger, 
but my spirits areso exhausted by the. 
eonstant view of these enermities; 
that I mean te hasten away from thig 
place sooner than Lat first intended.— 
{beheld another distressing scene this 
morning at the place of skulls ; a poor 
weman lying dead cr nearly dead, and 
her two children by her, !ooking at the 
dogs and vultures which were near. 


~ The people passed by without notic- 


ing the children. Tasked them where 
wags their home. They said ‘they had 
nohome but where their mother was.’ 
-—Q, tlicre isno pity at Juggernaut! 
no mercy, no tenderness ef heart in 


Moloch’s kingdom ! Those who sup- 


port his kingdom, err, I trust, from ig-. 


norance. ‘They know not what they 
1, »9 ; 
do. 


As to the number of worship- 
per® assembled, Dr. Buchanan 
does not attempt a calculation of 
them. The natives themselves, 
when speaking of the number, 
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usually say that “a lack of people 
(100,000) would not be missed.” 
«“ How can [ tell,”? said a Brah- 
min who was questioned en the 
subject, how many grains there 
are in a handful of sand 2?” 

We cannot deny to our read- 
ers the relief, after the above hor- 
tid details, of reading the follow- 
ing passage. It is dated Chilka 
Lake, 24th June. 


———J felt iny mind relieved and 
happy when I had passed bevond the 
confines of Juggernaut. I ¢ertamly 
was not prepared forthe scene. But 
no ene can knew what it is who has 
not séen it.—From an eminence on the 
pleasant banks of the Chilka Lake 
(where no human bones are seen,) I 
hadaview of the lefty tower of Jug- 
gcrnaut far remote ; and while I view- 
ecit,; its abominations Came to mind. 
It was on the mornieg of the Sabbath. 
Ruminating long onthe wide and ex- 
tended empire of Meloch in the heath- 
en world, I cherishedin my thoughts 
the design of some ‘ Christian Institu- 
tion,’ which being fostered by Britian, 
my Christian country, might gradually 
undermine this baleful idolatry, and 
put out the memory of it for ever.” 


* The rites of Juggernaut are 
wot, however, confined to this his 
chief temple. “ He has many a 
tower in the province of Beng, 
that fair and fertile province, 
which has been called the Gar- 
den of Nations. Close to Ishera, 
a beautiful villa on the river’s 
side, sbout eight miles from Cal- 
eutia, once the residence of Gev- 
etnor Hastings, and within view 
éf the preseat Governor General’s 
country hoyse, there is a temple 
ofthis idol, which is often stained 
with human blood.” Dr. Buchap- 
an visiied itin 1887. Qne,ofthe 
Victims ef that year was a hand- 
some young man, who, after 
dancing a while before the idol, 


ad singing mm an enthusiastic 


strain, rushed suddenly to the 
wheels, and was crushed beneath 
them. While this was passing, 
the Missionaries from Serampore 
(which is only a mile and a half 
from the temple) were preaching 
to a crowd of people at no great 
distance, and distributing printed 
papers ameng them. Dr. Buch- 
anan sat down on an elevated 
spot, to contemplate the contrast, 
*‘ the tower of blood and impuri- 
ty on the one hand, and the 
Christian preachers on the other.” 


* j thoughton the commandment of 
our Saviour, * Go ye, teach all nations” 
I said to myself, ‘ How great and gio. 
rious a ministry are these humble per- 
sons now exersising in the presence of 
God ? How is it applauded by the ho. 
ly angels, who have *joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repenieth ;’ and 
how far does it transcend the werk of 
the warrioy or statesman, in charity, 
utility, and lasting fame ! And I 
could not help wishing that the repre- 
sentatives of the Church of Christ, in. 
my own country, had been present te 
witness this seene, that they might 
have seen how practicable it is to of- 
fer Christian instruction to our Hin- 
doo subjects.” 


Dr. Buchanan then adverts to: 
that other sanguinary rite of the 
Hindoo superstition, the immo- 
lation of females. Some idea 
may be formed. of the extent of 
this horrid practice, from an 
actual enumeration which took 
place of the numbers sacrificed, 
only in certain districts, within 
thirty miles of Calcutta, between 
April and October, 1804, Ita- 
mounted to 115. An account is 
given by Dr. Buchanan of one of 
these sacrifices; but we omit the 
insertion of it, as a similar ac- 
count appeared ina former num- 
ber of. our work. 

It is impossible te contemplate 
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these enormities, without enquir- 
ing why no attempt has been 
made to repress them ? Are these 
things understood by the Court 
of Directors, and by the Proprie- 
tors of India stock, and has noth- 
ing been done to ascertain the 
practicability of abolishing them ? 
The Marquis Wellesley abolished 
a still more criminal practice, 
which was considered by the 
Hindoos a a religious rite, name- 
ly, the sacrificing of children, by 
drowning them or exposing them 
to sharks and crocodiles. A reg. 
talation was published in Augnst 
1802, declaring the practice to 
be murder punishable by death. 
The regulation has proved ef- 
fectual, and not a murmer has 
been heard on thesubject. Now 
would it not be as easy to pre- 
vent the sacrifice of women as 
the sacrifice of children? The ab- 
olition of the practice, Dr. Buch- 
anan.afhrms to be practicable: 
the means by which it might be 
abolished, were pointed out by 
the Brabmins themselves, whena 
measure to that effect was under 
the contemplation of Lord 
Wellesley. Until the abolition 
take place therefore, or until its 
impracticability shall have been 
fully ascertained, the author 
pledges himself that he ** will not 
cease to call .he attention of the 
English nation to this subject.” 

But we must return to the 
Temple of Juggernaut. Our 
readers will have perceived, from 
some incidental expressions in the 
course of this review, that the 
idolatrous worship practised 
‘there, is a source of revenue to 
the East India Company. A 
Regulation was passed in April, 
1806, for levying a tax on pil- 
grims resorting thither, ‘The 





[May; 


tax had been proposed to the 
Marquis Wellesley, but his Lord- 
ship disapproved of it. It was 
agreed to by the succeeding Gov- 
ernment, but not without the sol- 
emn and recorded dissent of one 
of the members of that govern- 
ment, Mr. Udney. The Temple 
of Juggernaut is thus placed un- 
der the immediate management 
of the British Government, who 
defray, from the public revenue, 
the expences incident to the wer- 
ship of thisidol. The following 
is a statement of a year’s expense. 
extracted from the official ac- 
counts presented to the Govern- 
ment. 


. L. Sterling. 
Expense of the idol’stable . 45 


His wearing apparel . - 339 
Wages of his servants* - - 1259 
His elephants and horses ° 378 
His state carriaget ” - 859 
Contingent expences - - 1375 

L. 8762 





We give publicly these appro- 
brious circumstances, not witha 
view to censure the conduct of 
the Court of Directors, or of the 
Court of Proprietors ; but with 
the view of exciting their atten- 
tion to the subject and of leading 
them to investigate, in order to 
rectify, the evil, If, indeed, 
they should either refuse to in- 
quire into the various enormities 
which have thus been exposed to 
view ; or if, having ascertained 
their existence, and holding, as 
they do, the sword of justice in 
their hands, they should not use 


*“This includes the wages of the 
courtezans kept for the service of the 
temple. 

{ The car, or tower, on which the 
idol is placed, and under the wheels ot 
which the selflevoted victims are 
crushed to death. 
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all the means in their power to re- 
press such efimimal acts, then 
would the responsibility and the 
guilt be theirs, Until, however, 
we are compelled to adopt a 
contrary persuasion, we shall ex- 
pect the most favorable results 
from the known humanity and 
liberality of the East. India Com- 
pany. Itis due to them to state, 
that they have resisted, and been 
ready to punish, every attempt 
which has been made to carry on 
a slave trade within the limits of 
their jurisdiction. We entertain 
a confident hope that the murder- 
ous practices which have been 
denounced by our author, will 
excite 2 similar resistance; and 
that the degrading regulation 
which draws a revenue from the 
idolatrous worship of Juggernaut, 
will be erased from the statute 
book of our Indian empire. 


Having accompanied Dr. Bu- 
chanan, through all the sicken- 
ing horrots of Juggernaut, we 
will now attend him through a 
very different scene, a view of the 
Hindoo Christians of ‘Tanjore. 
With much of the early history of 
this church our readers are al- 
ready acquainted.—Ziegenbalg 
was founder of it. The encour- 
agement he received from King 
George the First, from Arch- 
bishop Wake, and from the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, has been already re- 
corded. In the year 1719 he fin- 
ished the Bible in the Tammul 
tongue, having devoted fourteen 
years to this *‘ grand work.”’ He 
died in 1720, and was followed 
by asuccession of other zealeus 
and learned men, among whom 
were Schultz, Jcenicke, Gericke 
gad Swartz, who were made the 
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instruments of adding many to 
the Church of Christ. Ds. 
Dr. Buchanan observes, that 
the Tanjore mission is at present 
in a languishing state. The war 
on the continent of Europe has 
dried up two of its. former sour- 
ces of supply, the Royal College 
of Copenhagen, and the Orphan- 
house at Halle, in Germany. 
«“ Their remaining resource from 
Europe isthe stipend of the So- 
ciety for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, whom they never 
mention but with emotions of 
gratitude and affection; but this 
supply is byno means commen- 
curate with the increasing num- 
ber of their churches and schools.” 
Whence then does the Mission 
derive its support? Dr. Buchan- 
an answers this question; and 
that answer may well shame the 
Christians of England, as well as 
the English Christians of India. 
** The chief support of the mission 
is derived from itself. My. Swartz 
iad mm his life-time acquired a con- 
siderable property, through the kind- 
ness of the English government and of 
the. native princes. | When he was 
dying, he said, ‘Let the cause of 
Chirist be my heir’ When his col- 
league, the pious Gericke, was de- 
parting, he also bequeathed his prop- 
erty to the mission. And now Mr. 
Kohfloff gives from his private funds an 
annual sum; not that he can weil af- 
ford it; but the mission isso ettend- 
ed, that he gives it, he told me, ‘o 
preserve the new and remote congre- 
gations in existance.” 
Mr. Kohloff greatly lamented 
the want of Bibles for the ten or 
twelve thousand Christians of 
Tanjore and Tinavelly, as well 
as of a printing press, that grand 
instrument in the diffusion of 


Christian light. Something *has 


already been done to supply the 


want of Bibles, and much more, 
we doubt not, may be expected 
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from the zeal of the British and 
Yoreizn Bible Society, whose at- 
tentioa has been particularly 
drawn to this quater of India.— 
A printing press, we trust, the 
missiénaries will also obtain — 
«They justly observed, if you 
can no longer send us missiona- 
ries to preach the Gospel, send 
us the means of printing the Gos- 
pei.”’ 


“The mission ss at T 
bar,” adds Dr. Buchanan, 
said tohave been the fountain ail 
the good that wasdone in Bivl.a fae 
ring the last century. ft was 
lished by Ziegenbaly. From this 
press, in conjunction with that at 
Halie in Germany, have proceeded 
volumes in Arabic, Syrine, iindos- 
tanee, fTamul, Telinga, Portugueze, 
Danish, and Eirglish. I have mmy 
possession the Psalms of David in the 
ifindosiance language, printed in the 
Arabic character; and the history of 
Christ in $Syriae, intended probably 
for tbe Syro- Romish Christians on tlie 
sea-coastot Travancore, whom a Dan: 


ranqgue- 


6c. be 


estab- 


ish wussionary once visited, both of 


which volumes were edited by the 
nissionaries of Tranquebar. There is 
also in Swartz’s library at Tanjore, a 
grammar of the ! lindostanee language 
m qua! published at the same 
press; an important faet which was 
not known at the College of Fort-Wil- 
liam, when protessor Gilchrist com- 
menced his useful labors im that lan- 
« 9 
£Aagee 


“to, 


There is so much that is grat- 
ifying in the following extract, 
which concludes the. account of 


Dr. Buchanan’s visit to Tan- 
jore, that we cannot withhold it 
from our readers, It will serve 
nel Lege: to illustrate two 
; first, that there 1s no such 

er to be apprehended in _at- 
opting to promulgate the Gos- 
in India, as many have sup- 
osed ; and secondiy, that the 


. 
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happiest effects attend its 


gress. 


“Tanjore Sept. 3, 1805.—Before I 
left the capital of Tanjore, the Rajah 
was picanil to honor me witha sec- 
ond audience. On this occasion he 
presented te me a portrait of himself, 
a very striking likeness, painted by a 
Hindoo artist at the Tanjore court.— 
The misstonary, oo John, accompani- 
ed me to ihe palac The Rajah re- 
ceived him with coil kindness, and 
presented to hima piece of roid cloth. 
Of the resident missionary Mr. Koh: 
loff, whom the Rajah sees frequently, 
he spoke to mein terms of high ap- 

b ‘This cannotbe ver y agree- 


pro- 


prop aon. 
bie to the Brahmins ; but the Rajah, 
though le yet protesses the Brahmini- 
6: i religion, is no longer obedient to 
tne dictates of tiie Brahmins, and they 
are compelled to admit his superior 
attainments in knowledge.—I passed 
the chief part of this morning in leok- 
ing over Mr. Swartz’s manuscripts 
and books: and when I was coming 
away Mr. Kohloff presented to mea 
Hebrew Psalter, which had been Mr. 
Swartz’s companion of fifty years ; al- 
so a brass lamp which he had got first 
when astndent at the college of Halle, . 
and had used in his lucubrations to 
the time ofhis death; for Mr. Swartz 
seldom preached tothe natives without 
previousstudy. Ethought I saw the 
image of Swarts in his successor. Myr. 
Kohiof! is a man of great cated ‘4 
manners, of meek deportment, and « 
ardent zeal in the cause of revealed re- 
religion, and of humanity. He walk- 
ed with me through the Christian vil- 
plage close to his hottse; and I was 
* much pleased to see the affectionate 
respectof the people towards him ; 
the young people oi both sexes coming 
forward from the doors on both sides, 
to salute him and receive his benedic- 
tions.””* 





*<«That I may give to those who 
are interested in the prom otion of 
Christianity in the East, a more just 
view of the character of Swartz’s suc- 
cessor, the Rev. Mr. Kohloff, I shall 
subjoin anextractofa letter which I 
have since reteivedfrom the Rey. Mx. 
hiorst. 
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* September 4th, 1806.—Leaving 
Tanjore, I passed through the woods 
inhabited by the Collaries (for thieves) 
now humanized by  @hris ‘ianity. 
When they understood who I was, 
they followed me on the road, siating - 
ihcu destitute condition, j in regard to 

eligious instruction. They were 
clamorous for Bibles. They supplica- 
ted for teachers. ‘We don’t want 








“Tanjore, Sept. 24. 1507.—The 
Rev. Mr. Kohloff is sometimes rather 
weak, on account Gfso many and vari- 
ous cares that assail him without ceas- 
ing. He provites for the wants of this 
and the southern missions (Tritchin- 
opoly excepted) by disbursing annu- 
ally upwards: of one thousand pagodas 
(about 3501. sterling) eut of his pri- 
vate purse, partly tomske up the dif- 
ference between the incomeand expen- 
diture of thisand the southern mis- 
sion (of which I annex an abstract,)_ 
and the rest inassisting the deserving 
poor, without regard to religion; and 
for various pious uses. Tohim, as ar- 
bitrator and father, apply all Chris- 
tians that are at variance, disturbed 
from without or from within, out of 
service or distressed ; for most of our 
Christians will do any thing rather 
than go to law. 

** All these heterogeneous, but, toa 
missionary at ‘Tanjore, unavoidable 
avocations, joined to the ordinary du- 
ties of his station, exercise his mind 
early and late ; and ifhe be not of aro- 
bust constitution, will undermine his 
healthatlast. Iiappily, several neigh- 
boring churches and new congrega- 

tions, belonging to the missjon of Tan- 
jore, afford Mr. Kohloff frequentsop- 


portunities to relax his mind, and to, 


recruit his health and spirits, by mak- 
ing occasional shortexcursions to see 
these new Christians, who were pro- 
fessed thieves only a few years ago, and 
many of them are now. an horior to the 
Chrisiian profession, and’ industrious 
peasants, It 1s pies 1sinz to behold the 
anxiety with which a great number of 
our Christian children inquire at such 
limes Ww nap their futher wil! return; 
and how they run oreeras miles to 

meet him with shou! $ and clapping of 
hatidts s, and hymns of thanks to Ged as 
soon as they discern his palankeen at 
a distance, 
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bread or money from vou,’ said they; 
‘but we want the word of Ged’ Now, 
thought I, whose duty is it to attend 
to ‘he moral wants of this people? Is 
iv that of the Engli sh natien, or of 
some other nation ” 


Dr. Buchanan takes occasion 
to observe, in this stage of his 
progress, that there are five prin- 
cipal languages spoken by Hin- 
doosin contries subject to the 
British empire, viz» the Hin- 
dostanee, which pervades Hindos- 
tan generally ; the Bengalee, for 
the province of Bengal ; the Tel- 
linga, for the Northern Sircars ; 
the Tamul, for Coromandel and 
the Carnatic ; andthe Malayalim, 
or Malabar, for the coast of Mal- 
abar and Travancore. Of these, 
there are two into which the 
Scriptures are already translated ;. 
the Tamul, by Ziegenbalg ; and 
the Bengalee, by the Baptist mis- 
sionaries from England. The 
remaining three arein progress 
of translation. 

Our author next conducts us 


to the island of Ceylon. ‘The 


population of this island, subject 
to the British government, is esti- 
mated ata million and a half, of 
which oné third is supposed to 
profess Christianity. The Dutch 


divided this population into 240 


churchships, three native school- 
masters being appointed to each. 


It was the policy of the Dutcli. 


government never to give an of- 
ficial appointment to any native 
who was not a Christian. This 
wise policy is continued by his. 
Majesty’s government in Ceylon. 
A very contrary course appears 
to be pursued by the East-India 
Company’s governments. ‘They 

“do not,” says Dr. ridkinahs, 
‘‘natronize the native Christians;” 


nay, “ they cive cflicial appoint. ; 
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ments to Mahomedans and Hin- 
doos generally m preference to na- 
tives professing Christianity.” 

Can this indeed be so? If it be, 
we cannot wonder at the difficul- 
ties which the teachers of Chris- 
lianity experience in their at- 
tempts to convert the natives. 
Such a system must serve, as Dr. 
Buchanan observes, to confirm 
their prejudice, to expose our re- 
ligion to contempt in their ‘eyes, 
aad to preclude the hope of the 
future prevalence of Christianity 
at the seats of government. This 
reminds us of aremark made to 
Wwt. Buchanan by the missiona- 
ries gt Tranquebar, “ religion,” 
they observed, * flourished more 
amooe ihe natives of Tanjore 
aud in other provinces where 
there are few Europeans, than at 
Th anquevar and Madras; for we 


fad that Eu uropean example in the 
tarze iowns is ibe bane of Christian 
susiruction.” This then being the 
case, not only the influence and 
awuibority of government, as far 
as that influence can be exercised, 
shortef actual perzecution, but 
the general exainple or Europe- 
ans, being adverse to the propa- 
gation of Christianity, we have 
more cause to wonder that Chris- 
tianity should have made any 
progress at ali, than that it should 
liave made so littl. We donot, 
by any means, venture to say, 
that it would be the duty of the 
government of India to give any 
exciucive preference to persons 
professing Caristianity. Butsure- 
ly such persons ought not to be 
piaced in a worse situation, by 
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stitutions of Hindooism and Ma- 
homedanism, and the § faver 
shewn to the professors of these 
religions ; and then advert to all 
the circumstances of discourage- 
ment under which the Christian 
cause continues to labor ; we can 
only ascribe it to the divine pow- 
er and efficacy of the Gospel, 
that it maintains even its present 
ontracted sphere. The time, we 
trust, is not far distant, when a 
more becoming line of policy 
will be pursued; and when the 
ey of our Asiatic empire also 
ull be nursing fathers of the 
chat of Christ. But to return 
to Ceylon, 

‘he following important ex- 
tract is taken from Dr. Buchan- 
an’s Journal, dated at Jaffnapa- 
tam, Sept. 27, 1806. 


“Thave had the pleasure to meet 
here with Alexander Johnstone, Esq. of 
tle Supreme Court of Judicature, who 
is-on the circuit; aman of large and 
liberal views, the friend of learning, 

and of Christianity. He is well ac- 
quainted with the language of the 

couniry, and with the history of the 
island ; and his professional pursuits 
afiord him a particular knowledge of 
its present state; so that his commu- 
nicauons are truly valuable. It willbe 
scarcely believed in England, that 
there are here Protestant churches, 
under the king’s ite ty which 
@re without ministers. In the time of 
Baidzis, Uie Dutch saa: and his- 
torian, there were thirty-two Chris- 
tian churches in the province of Jafina 
alone. Atthis timethere is not one 
Protestant Eurepean minister in the 
whole province. I ought to except 
Myr. Palta, a solitary Missionary who 
las been sent out by the London Socie- 
ty, and receives some stipend from the 
British government. I visited Mr. 

Palin, at his residence, a few miles 
‘vom the town of Juiina. He is prose- 
cuting the study of the Tamul lan- 
gus tage; fur that is the language of 
this part efC evlon, from its proaimit) ty 
iO ie Taniul C Uli Langit. Mrs. Poi 
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made as pfreat progress in the 
wuaee as herhusband, and is ex- 
-emely aciive in the instruction of the 
native Wwemen and children. Tasked 
ner ii she had no wish to return to 
Europe, afier living so long among 
the uncivilized Cingalese. No she 
said ; ‘she was all the day long happy 
*n the communication of knowledge.’ 
\ir. Palm has taken possession of the 
old protestant church of Tilly-Pally. 
By reference to the history, I found it 
was the church in which Baldzus hun- 
scif preached (as he himself mentions) 
to a congregation of two thousand na- 
tives; fora view ofthe church is giv- 
en in his work. Most of those hand- 
some churches, of which views are giv- 
enin the plates of Baldeus’s history, 
are now in ruins. Hven in tbe town 
and fort of Jaiina, where there is u 
spacions edifice for Divine worship, 
and a respectable society of, English 


12% 


und Dutch inhabitants, nO clergyman 
has been yet appointed. The only 
Protestant preacher in the town of 
Jaffna, is Christian David, a Hindoo 
Catechist sent over by the mission of 
Tranquebar. His chief ministrations 
are in the Tamul tongue; but he 
sometimes preaches inthe English lan- 
guarre, which he speaks with tolerabve 
propriety ; and the Dutch and English 
resortto hear him. I went with the 
rest to the church; when he deliver- 
ed extempore a very excellent dis- 


course, which his present majesty , 


George the Third would nothave dis- 
dained tohear. And this Hindoo Sup- 
ports the interests of the English 
church in the province of Jatina. ‘the 
Dutch ministers who formerly officia- 
ted here, have gone to Batavia or to 
Europe. The whole district is now m™ 
the hands of the Romish priests from 
the college of Goa; who perceiving 
the indifference of the English nation 
to their own religion, have assumed 
quiet and undisturbed possession oi 
the land. And the English govern- 
ment, justly preferring the Romishsu- 
perstition to the worship of the idol 
Boodhu, tiinks it right to counténance 
the Catholic religion m Ceylon. ° But 
whenever ourcharch shall direct her 
attention to the premwiion of Chris- 
tianity in the East, tknow of noplace 
which istmore worthy of her labor, 


than the old Protestant vineyard of 
Jaffna-Patam. The Scriptures are al- 
ready preparedin the Tamul language. 
‘The language of the rest of Ceylon is 
the Cingaicse, or Ceylonese.” 

Dr. Buchanan, on his second 
visit to Ceylon, in March 1808, 
found the south side of the 
island in the same state of destitu- 
tion, as to religious instruction, 
with the north. He found but 
two English clergymen in the isl- 
and. ‘What wonder,” said a 
Romish priest to him, “ that your. 
nation should be so little-interest- 
ed about the conversion of pas 
gans to Christianity, when it even 
does not give teachers to its own 
subjects who are already Chris- 
tians.”” Numbers of the native 
Protestants, every year, aposta- 
tize to Boodha. Governor Mait- 
land expressed his conviction, 
that some ecclesiastical establish- 
ment ought to be given to Cey- 
Jen. Both he and the senior 
chaplain at Columbo, the Hon. 
Mr. Twistleton, afford their pat- 
ronage in the most liberal man- 
ner tothree missionaries ef the 
London Society, established in 
different parts of the island ; and 
the government allows to each of 
‘them an annual stipend. The 
whole of the New Testament has 
been translated into Cingaiese, 
and three books of the Old: but 
even this portion is not circula- 
ted : *‘ there is no supply of books 
for the use of the people.” Dr. 
Buchanan justly expresses his as- 
tonishment, that, though there 
are 500,000 native Christians in 
Ceylon, there should not be One 
complete copy of the Scriptures 
inthe language of that island. 
Did the professional engagements 
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of Sir Alexander Johnstone* per- 
mit, Dr. Buchanan thinks him 
the fittest person to superintend 
the further translation of the 
Scriptures. ‘It isa proof,” he 
adds, ‘‘ of the interest which this 
gentleman takes in the progress 
of Christian knowledge, that he 
has caused Bishop Porteus’s Ev- 
idences of Christianity to be 
translated into the Cingalese 
tongue, for distribution among 
the natives.” 

Every line of this information 
is important, and deserves the se- 
rious notice of ot'r bishops and 
our statesmen, Is it possible they 
should not see the responsibility 
which attaches to them, in the 
sight of God and man, while they 
neglect the moral culture of such 
a vineyard as Ceylon? But what 
can be done? will probably be 
asked ; and with this interroga- 
tory many will satisfy their con- 
Sciences. But we would ask in 
return, What have you attempt- 
ed to do? Have you ever Seri- 
ously deliberated on the subject? 


““, Have youever set yourselves to 


consult about the means of pre- 
serving and promoting Christtan- 


ity in Ceylon? If these questions ; 


must he answered in the negative,. 
as we fear they must, wit HO 
blame attach to those whose propa. 
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a Cingalese college, for the pur- 
pose of s supplying native teachers 
i the desolate churches of Cey- 
lon, a thing impossible? Why 
should not the same efforts be 
made, and the same funds appli- 
ed, forthe promotion of Chris- 
tianity by the British, as by the 
Dutch government? We had 
been accustomed to regard the 
Dutch as so absorbed in the pur- 
suit of mercantile gain, as to be 
dead to every other consideration, 
But when we enter on their colo- 
nial possessions, we find that a 
large part of that gain had been 
consecrated to the noblest of pur- 
poses, the diffusion of the knowl- 
edge of the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom he has sent. 
It is to the Christian a heart-sick- 
ening consideration, to reflect on 
the different policy pursued at 
present by Great Britain. The 
Christian establishments of Cey- 
lon have withered under our 
touch.—And is there nothing in 
the power of our bishops ? They 
may at least lift their voices, and 
call on parliament and the nation 
to consider what can be done for 
their Protestant brethren of Cey- 
Jon. We have seen the Bishop 
of St. David’s founding a semi- 
nary for supplying Wales with 
pastors. What might not be 


er province it is, as heads ef our done, were all our “bishops to. 


church and state, to watch over 
the interests of true religion in 
every part of the empire? But 
can nothing then ve done? Can 
the government of this country 
donothing? Isthe erection of 


* This amiable and excellent person 
has lately passed su ne tune in Bng- 
band. leis now on i to Cey- 
ton, full ci those bone sVoIent pur | sae 33 
wh ich Christianity never fitis to in- 

spire. 


bis ret: 


unite in forming an establishment 
for the education of teachers for- 
our foreign dominions! That 
would be an institution worthy 
of the British episcopate, and 
which would enshrine them in the 
affections of every Christian in 
the land. In the mean time, let 
those who feel, with us, that we 
are bound, by every considera- 
tion which ought to affect us as 
men or as Christians, to aid the 
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languishing cause of Christianity 
in Ceylon, contribute in the only 
way which is at present open to 
them. ‘The attention of the So- 
ciety for Missions to Africa and 
the East has lately been drawn to 
this island; and it may be in 
their power, if adequate pecunia- 
ry meansare afforded them, to 
send some missionaries thither. 
We recommend the perusal of that 
Society’s last Report to those who 
may wish to inform themselves 
on the subject. 
(lo be continued.) Lage J73. 
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FIRE AT NEWBURYPORT. 


The sufierers, at Newburypert by the year 1811. , 
Expenditures. 
Ronies paid to Missionaries -  - - - - $2,559 
F.xpenses psid for books to be distributed, transportation, &e. e 156 
Salary of the Treasurer. +  - = =» - * 100 00 
Salary of the Auditor and Secretary - — - - + == > * 10000 
Printing stationary, and postage - - - - : - 46 66 
Britertaming the Trustees  - - - = - *# °  & 13 60 — 
$2,976 59 
Receipts. 
Eontributions in New Settlements = - “eae - - $208 22 
Avails of books sold - - - - - - - 9 00 
Interest on notes and: bonds edt «i F's . - - 1,506 $2 
$1,724 14 
3 , 
ORDINATIONS. ting’ prayer, by Rev. Mr. Waters of 


Ox March 12, 1812, was ordained 


ever the Congregational church and , 


Society in New Ipswich, N, H. the Reve 
Richard Hall. Introdu¢tory prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. Hill of Mason; Sermon, 
by Rev. Dr. Woods, professor in the Di- 
vinity College, Andover; Consecra- 








Ordinations....New Publications. 159 


the destructive fire of May last, have 
received, in donations from different 
parts of the country, upwards of 127,000 
dollars. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The donations for foreign Missions 
frem Jan. 15, 1812 to March 25, as 
published by the Treasurer of the A- 
meri¢an board of Commissioners 
for foreign missions, amounted to 


$8,703 13. 
=_—_ 


CONNECTICUT MISS. S@CIETY. 


The permanent fund of this Society, 
Jan, 1, 1812 was $26764 99. The 
following is their account current for 








Ashby; charge, by Rev. Dr. Payson 
of, Rindge ; Right hand of Fellowship, 
by Rev. Mr. Palmer of Townsend : 


Concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Miles’ 


ef Lemple. 

On March 4th, the Rev. John Nelson 
was ordained over the Congregational 
church and society in Leicester, Mass. 


N en iP uttications. 


__Anew periodical work entitled the 
Literary and Philosophical Repertory : 
embracing discoveries and improve- 





ments in the physical sciences, the. 


liberal and fine arts, agriculture and 
manutactures ; Essays moraland reli- 


re rs tos . 
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gious, oceasional notices and reviews 
of new publications, and articles of 
miscelianeous intelligence. Edited 
by anumber of Gentlemen No.1. Mid- 
diebury, S. Swift. April, 1812. 

A discourse preached in Burlington 
before Washington Lodge, No. 7, on 
the festival of St. John, the baptist, 
24th June, 1811, by Daniel C. Sanders, 
Presideni of the University of Ver- 
mont. Burlington,S. Mills. 1811. 

An inaugural oration delivered at 
Burlington, August 1, 1811, by Jasen 
Chamberlaim A, M. Professor of the 
learned languages, in the University of 
Vermont. Published by order of the 
corporation, and at the request of the 
students. Second edition. Byrling- 
ton,S. Miits. 1811. 

On prohibited judging. <A sermon 
eae at Pittsford, Vt. on the 

ord’s day, P. M. Feb. 23, 1812, by 
the Rev. Holland Weeks, A. M. Pastor 
of a church of Christ in Pittsford. 
Published at the request of the sub- 
scribers, Middlebury. T.C. Strong. 
_ A-sermon delivered at the Taberna- 
cle in Salem, Mass. Feb. 6, 1812, on 
occasion of the ordination of the Rev. 
Messrs. Samuel Newell, A. M. Adoni- 
rain Judson, A. M. Samuel Nott, A. M. 


Poetry....Donation. 


[Mar, 


Gordon Eall, A. M. A Luther Rice, 
A. B. Missionaries to the heathen in 
Asia, under the direction of the Board 
of Commissioners for foreign missions. 
By Leonard Woods, D. D. Abbot pro- 
fessor of christian Theology in tlic 
Theological Seminary, in Andover. 
Boston, S. T’. Armstrong. 

A half century sermon delivered, at 
Norfolk, Con. Oct.28, 1811, fifty years 
from the ordination of the author to 
the work of the ministry in that place, 
by AinmiR. Robbins. Hartford Con. 
Peter B. Gleason & Co. 1811. 


NEW EDITIONS. 

The works of the Reverend Jesenh 
Bellamy, D. D. late of Bethiem, Con. in 
threé volumes. New York, Stephen 
Dodge, 1812 

The system of doctrines contained 
in Divine Revelation explained and de- 
fended, shewing their consistence and. 
connexion with eaclr other to 
which is added a treatise on the mil- 
lennium. Intwo volumes. By Sam 
uel Hepkins, D-.D. late pastor of the 
first. Congregational church in New- 
port, R.I. Second edition. Boston, 
Lincoln & Edmands, 1812. 
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Vines writtenin durable ink on a cambric work-bar presented to the wife of one of the 
young Missionaries, by her sister : 


May he, whose word the winds and waves obey, 
Convey you safeo’erocean’s dang’rous ways — 

From ev’ry danger, €v’ry ill defend, . 
Be your Support, your Father, and your Friend. 


ON THE OTHER SIDE. 


The Christian’s God in heathen India reigns, 

Whose grace divine the feeblest heart sustains: 

That theu may’st prove his constant guardian carey 

Shall be thy sister’s ardent, daily prayer. 

Be thine the joy to hear thy Savior’s praise 

Resound from pagan fanes in Christian lays ; 

And when this varying scene of life is o’er, 

O may we meet thee on that blissful shore, 

Where friends shall never part, farewells be heard no more. 


Par. 


DONATION T° THE VT. MISS. SOCIETY. 


From the Female cent Society, Ludlow 
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